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FROM THE WORDS OF SOCRATES: WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW WILL NOT HARM YOU! 
 
 

Some Notes….to notice ?? 
 
Last month the Fourteen Holy Helpers series was 
finished. This month the WW II series on our 
returning men and women heroes of the Pacific and 
European theaters has finished. 
 
So now we touch on the subject of Cathedrals, the 
origins, use, architecture and much more 
information on these special structures as they 
relate to Christian churches. There will be some 
pictures as times. 
 

The term “cathedra” really means chair or seat. We 
don’t refer to our home furniture as 
“cathedras”...that might appear strange. The 
church building that contains a “cathedra” is called 
a “cathedral”. More about that later. 
 
The Diocese of Wilmington has a cathedral called 
St. Peters. Bishop Koenig is the Ordinary or 
Bishop of the Diocese and he uses the cathedra or 
Bishop’s chair when he presides over functions in 
St. Peters. This church was completed in 1818. It 
is relatively small at 60 X 30 feet interior. It was 
titled a cathedral parish church in 1869 following 
the establishment of the Diocese in 1868. 

 

ASSEMBLY 150 S.K. OFFICERS FOR 
2021-2022 

 
Thomas D. Green Navigator 
John Bordonaro Captain 
Rev. Christopher P. Hanley Friar 
John P. Ehlers Admiral 
Inanis Locus Pilot 
Joseph E. Koskol Scribe 
Lawrence B. Maguire Comptroller 
Michael Handlin Purser 
Gerald Safranski To serve Trustee 1 Year 
Albert J. Ware To serve Trustee 2 Years 
Frank Strawser To serve Trustee 3 Years 
James R. Metz                                 Inner Sentinel 
John J. Mayberry                            Outer Sentinel 
 
Albert J. Ware Appointed  Commander 
Michael Handlin Appointed     VAVS 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Degree Affiliated Councils 
Eight Councils 

 

The Wilmington Diocese is a part of the 
Metropolitan Archdiocese of Baltimore. 
Archbishop Lori is the Metropolitan of Baltimore 
and also the Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of 
Columbus. The cathedral is Mary Our Queen at 
5200 N. Charles St. Quite large at 373 X 132. 
 

The Co-Cathedral is downtown at 409 Cathedral St. 
& Mulberry and is the Basilica of the Assumption. 

 

3751 Blessed Sacrament / Corpus Christi 
4548 St. Michael’s / Holy Family 
6768 Coffee Run/St. Mary of the Assumption 
11384 San Pablo / St. Paul’s Wilmington 
11469 Our Lady of Fatima 
11796 St. John The Beloved 
12104 Holy Angels 
12842 St. David’s / St. Margaret of Scotland 

 
 



 

 YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE ALL 
 

Pope Francis, Bishop Koenig, Priests, Deacons, Brothers, Sisters, lay ministers, and seminarians; all 
in the Wilmington Diocese and worldwide. 

 

 Those serving in the armed services, veterans, peace officers, EMT’s, firemen and all K of C members and their 
 families. 
 All the sick and disabled faithful and any other affected by the VIRUS 

 

 For all those mislead by hatred, rumors, lies and inuendo and succumb to violence as a result thereof.

 Pray for all expectant mothers that they may support the life of their unborn as God’s Creation. 

 Pray for the persecuted Christians in the Mid-East. Pray for peace on our cities.

 Our Faithful Master & the Vice Supreme Master and their families 

 
 
 

A real sign of intelligence isn’t knowledge, it’s imagination…..Einstein 
 
 
 

The Month of April—-Calendar of Feasts 
 

 April 2—St. Francis of Paola, Hermit 

     April 4—St. Isadore, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

     April 5—St. Vincent Ferrer, Priest 

     April 7—St.John Baptiste De LaSalle, priest 

     April 11—St. Stanislaus, Bishop & Martyr 

     April 13—St. Martin 1, priest & martyr 

     April 21—St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

     April 23—St. George, martyr 

     April 24—St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, priest 

     April 25—St. Mark 

     April 28—St. Peter Chanel, priest & martyr 

     April 29—St. Catherine of Siena 

     April 30—St. Pius V, Pope 

======================================================== 

Because of space limitations, only one bio can be accommodated and this time St. Martin 

The First was chosen…..why…..he is relatively unknown; and so we provide some 

notoriety 

 
 
 
 
 



 

St. Martin I, Confessor & Pope 
 

He was born in Todi, Tuscany District, Italy. He died September 16, 655 AD, in Cherson, Crimea [now 

Kherson, Ukraine]. His Feast Day is April 13. He was Pope from July 21, 649 to his death. Martin is 

recognized as a Saint and martyr in both the Roman and Eastern Orthodox churches. 
 

In 649, Constantinople was the capital of the Byzantine Empire and the Patriarch of Constantinople was the 

most influential leader in the Eastern Christian world. The struggles that existed within the Church at that 

time were magnified by the close cooperation of emperor and patriarch. 
 

Martin succeeded Theodore I in July 649. His pontificate occurred during an extensive controversy that had 

strained relations between Eastern & Western churches—namely “monothelitism”, a heresy maintaining 

that Christ had only one will. Twice, emperors had officially favored this position. Heraclius, by publishing 

a formula of faith and Constans II by silencing the issue of one or more wills of Christ. 
 

Shortly after assuming the Papacy, which he did without he confirmation of the emperor, Martin called a 

Lateran Council that condemned Monothelitism and the Typos, an order by Emperor Constans II 

Pogonatus, that forbade discussion of Christ’s wills. In response, Constans II first tried to turn the Bishops 

and people against Pope Martin. This and an assassination attempt failed. 
 

Constans II sent soldiers to Rome to kidnap the Pope and bring him to Constantinople in 654. In 655 he 

was banished to Crimea. Martin offered no resistance, returned with Calliopas, the Exarch of 

Constantinople. Martin was in poor health but he was subjected to imprisonments, tortures, and other 

hardships. Although condemned to death and with some of the imposed torture already done, Martin was 

saved from execution by the pleas of a repentant Paul, the Patriarch of Constantinople, who was himself 

gravely ill. 
 

The sufferings of Martin led to his death shortly after. He is the last of the early popes to be venerated as a 

martyr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Martin Cathedral 

Slovakia [I’ve been there] 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 

          I will touch on the historicity of CATHEDRALS….AND MUCH MORE. 
 
The first Christian Nation was Armenia...in the terms of geopolitics. The oldest cathedral, 
still functioning, is located in Vagharsshapat. It is a UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE. The 
name is: Etchmiadzin Cathedral. It was completed in 301 AD and designed by St. Gregory 
The Illuminator. 
 

With that said, let’s begin with history and some etymology... 
 
A cathedral is a church that contains the cathedra of a bishop thus serving as the central church of 
a diocese, conference or episcopate. Churches with the function of “cathedral” are usually specific 
to those Christian denominations with an episcopal hierarchy such as the Catholic, Anglican, 
Eastern Orthodox and some Lutheran churches. Church buildings embodying the functions of a 
cathedral first appeared in Italy, Gaul, Spain and North Africa in the 4th century, but cathedrals did 
not become universal within the Western Catholic Church until the 12th. Century, by which time 
they had developed architectural forms, institutional structures with legal identities distinct from 
parish churches, monastic churches and episcopal residences. 
 

Following the Protestant Revolt, the Christian church in several parts of Western Europe, such as 
Scotland, Holland, certain Swiss cantons and parts of Germany, adopted a Presbyterian policy that 
did away with bishops altogether. Where ancient cathedral buildings in these lands are still in use 
for congregational worship, they generally retain the title and dignity of “cathedral”, maintaining and 
developing distinct cathedral functions, but void of hierarchical supremacy. From the 16th. Century 
onwards, but especially since the 19th. Century, churches originating in Western Europe have 
undertaken vigorous programmes of missionary activity, leading to the founding of large numbers of 
new dioceses with associated cathedral establishments of varying forms in Asia, Africa, Oceania 
and the Americas. In addition, both the Catholic Church and Orthodox Churches have formed new 
dioceses within formerly Protestant lands for converts and migrant co-religionists. Consequently, it 
is not uncommon to find Christians in a single city being served by three or more cathedrals of 
different denominations. 
 

The word cathedral is derived from the French cathedrale, from the Latin, cathedra, from the 
ancient Greek kathedra...all meaning seat, base, bench or chair. 
 
The word refers to the presence and prominence of the bishop’s or archbishop’s chair or throne, 
raised above both clergy and laity, and originally located facing the congregation from behind the 
altar. In the ancient world, the chair, on a raised dais, the distinctive mark of a teacher or rhetor and 
thus symbolizes the bishop’s role as teacher. A raised throne within a basilican hall was also 
definitive for a Late Antique presiding magistrate, and so the cathedra symbolizes the bishop’s role 
in governing his diocese. 
 
The word cathedral, as the seat of a bishop, is found in most languages, however, in Europe, a 
cathedral church can also be referred to as a Duomo or Dom, etc.. From the Latin term Domus 
ecclesiae or domus episcopalis. Whle the terms are not synonymous, [a duomo is a collegiate 
church, cognate with the English “Minster”], many cathedral churches are also collegiate churches, 
so that Duomo or Dom, has become a common name for a cathedral in Germany, Holland, Spain 
and Italy.. 
 

In the Eastern Orthodox churches, the English word “cathedral” commonly translates as 
“katholikon” or Sobor in Slavic languages...meaning ‘assembly’;, the thedrikosos [cathedral temple] 
is used.major churches without episcopal responsibilities.  



 

 A HISTORY OF CATHEDRALS….FROM PAGE 4 
 

The episcopal throne embodies the principle that only a bishop makes a cathedral, and this still 
applies even in those churches that no longer have bishops, but retain cathedral dignity and 
functions in ancient churches over which bishops formerly presided. But the throne can also 
embody the principle that a cathedral makes a bishop, both specifically, in that the bishop is elected 
within the cathedral and is inaugurated by being enthroned within the cathedral by acclamation of 
clergy and laity; and also generally, in that bishops’ essential qualifications of regular prayer, higher 
learning and musical worship were for many centuries, primarily accessible through cathedral 
functions. In this there is a distinction between those church traditions, predominantly those of 
Easter Orthodox Christianity, but formerly also including Celtic churches in Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales, whose bishops came to made in monasteries and those church traditions whose bishops 
have tended predominantly to arise through the ranks of cathedral clergy. 
 
In the Roman Catholic tradition, the term “cathedral” correctly applies only to a church has houses 
the seat of the bishop or ordinary of a diocese. The abbey church of territorial abbacy serves the 
same function [that is, houses the seat of the abbot], but does not acquire the title. In any other 
jurisdiction canonically equivalent to a diocese, but not canonically erected as such [prelature, 
vicariate, ordinariate, prefecture, apostolic administration], the church serves this function, is called 
the “principle church of the respective entity—though some have coopted the term cathedral 
anyway. The Roman Catholic Church also uses the following terms. 
 

A pro-cathedral is a parish or other church used temporarily as a cathedral, usually when the 
Diocesan Cathedral is under construction, renovation or repair. The designation can only apply as 
long as the temporary use continues. 
 

A co-cathedral is a second cathedral in a diocese that has two “sees”. This situation can arise in 
various ways such as the merger of two former dioceses, preparation to split a diocese or perceived 
need to perform cathedral functions in a second location due to expanse of the diocesan territory or 
in a special circumstance when a declared historical edifice was the originating cathedral can retain 
title of co-cathedral and retains the original cathedra, however a newer cathedral was constructed 
and also houses the bishop’s or archbishop’s chair. The ordinary can preside over functions in 
either building. 
 

The cathedral church of a metropolitan bishop is called the metropolitan church and in at least the 
United States, the principle church of an Archdiocese and the metropolitan is an Archbishop. 
Examples: There are 7 Dioceses in Pennsylvania, each with a Cathedral and Bishop. The 
Metropolitan Archdiocese is headed by the Archbishop of Philadelphia and the cathedral here is the 
Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter & Paul. A closer example is the Archdiocese of Baltimore and 
that information was noted on Page One. 
 
The term cathedral carries no implication as to size and ornateness of the structure, although many 
cathedrals are impressive simply because diocesan celebrations typically require the capacity of 
one of the larger churches in the diocese. 
 

Thus, the term cathedral is often colloquially to large and impressive churches that do not function 
as cathedrals, [e.g. the Artic Cathedral in Tromso, Norway and the Sagrada Familia, a minor 
basilica in Barcelona. 
 
Note: The size of St. Peters’ in Wilmington, DE, ….however big events are held at St. 
Elizabeth’s in Wilmington. 
 
 



 

THE CROWDED FLIGHT DECK OF THE CARRIER USS SARATOGA. THIS CV-60 TRANSPORTED HOME A TOTAL OF 29,204 
 

SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN DURING OPERATION “MAGIC CARPET”, MORE THAN ANY OTHER SHIP. MANY NEWLY 
 

DISCHARGED PERSONNEL FOUND THEMSELVES STUCK IN SEPARATION CENTERS , BUT ALSO DISCOVERED AN 
 

OUTPOURING OF LOVE AND HELP FROM THE LOCALS, MAINLY IN THOSE NATIONS THE ALLIES FREED FROM THE NAZI 

OCCUPIERS. 

 
 

Note: SOME PICTURES ARE GRAINY; THEY WERE TAKEN FROM PROP AIRCRAFT WITH CRUDE CAMERAS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

St. Peter’s Cathedral, Wilmington 

30 X 60 inside measurements 

 

ST. JOSEPHS CATHEDRAL 

WHEELING WV 

200 X 67 

1,500 SEATING 

 

ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 

CHARLOTTE, NC 

SEATING 400 

A CATHEDRAL SAMPLING FROM THE  USA



 

   THIS ARTICLE TAKEN FROM MY SPRING EDITION OF “VFW” MAGAZINE 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


